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Robert W. Haley, MD, and Beth Kassanoff-Piper, MD 
Appearing November 10 at Aldredge House for a 
COVID-19 UPDATE
Infectious Disease expert Dr. Robert W. Haley, Director of the Division of  Epidemiology, 
UT Southwestern Medical Center, and DCMS President and Internal Medical physician 
Dr. Beth Kassanoff-Piper will bring us the newest on the pandemic and what we 
can possibly expect around the corner! After giving an overview of the pathogenesis 
and history of Covid-19 and the emergence of variants including Delta, Dr. Haley will 
address current epidemiologic trends and projections. Vaccine efficacy and acceptance, 
recommendations for personal protection and speculation on the future of coronavirus 
pandemics all will be covered. We will hear about the impact of COVID-19 on our 
community and the important role our Dallas County Medical Society plays during the 
pandemic from Dr. Kassanoff-Piper, a physician who knows it first hand.

A dinner buffet evening with these two extraordinary individuals, celebrated 
physicians and over-achievers will be a remarkable opportunity. Their biographies are 
amazing.  We urge you to go online to see the full pictures, but just a snatch is here: 

Dr Kassanoff was a much honored student including selection as the Outstanding Female 
Graduate in the State of Louisiana by the American Association of University Women and 
was the recipient of the Ho Din Award at UT  Southwestern in 1996. She has practiced 
in Dallas for over twenty years and is a founding partner of North Texas Health Partners. 
She and her husband Mick Piper have six children, three of them triplets. All that and 
practicing medicine as a leader in the medical community locally and state-wide.

We have written of Dr. Haley before in our newsletters and on our new website. His 
accomplishments are many as a professor and researcher at UT Southwestern and as 
a leader in organized medicine. One of his more recent honors was the inaugural TMA 
award for Public Health, citing his effective advocacy for clean air, his speaking out 
about health threats posed by climate change, his leadership work during the West 
Nile epidemic, and his discovery of the cause of the Gulf War syndrome. He and his wife 
Stephanie have two sons, who are both Dallas physicians, a daughter, who is a PhD 
psychologist holding positions as a counselor and associate professor at UT Southwestern, 
and six grandchildren. 

Limited seating. Fully vaccinated members and guests welcome.
Should course of pandemic worsen, the program will be held virtually. Watch for email notice.
Requests for refund for dinner cost will be honored.

November programs to address health and lift spirits

PROGRAM DETAILS:
Wednesday, Nov. 10
Aldredge House
6:00 pm House Opens
6:30 pm Buffet Dinner
7:30 Program
Buffet and Program
$50.00
Program Only
$10.00
Reservations:
www.dcmsaf.org 
or by check mailed to
Annette Rutherford 
5500 Swiss Avenue
Dallas, TX 75214

Robert W. Haley, MD

Beth Kassanoff, MD

Queen of Cheese and Father of Modern Texas Cuisine Lifting Spirits
“An Evening with Paula Lambert and Stephan Pyles”
Lifting spirits? You bet! While this illustrious duo chats for our pleasure, the subject matter could be drawn from 
world travels on their guided trips focusing on wines and cuisine with great notes on local cheeses, their roads to 
their celebrity, fun and mishaps experienced in the rise to the top of their professions, their roots, their friendship, 
understanding of their role in elevating the taste for fine food in our city, Texas and beyond, reflections on Dallas 
and its place in the world of haute cuisine, deveopment of cheese lovers, and just about anything else from their 
universe of delights. Come enjoy a glass of wine and delicious hors d’oeuvres with them and friends.

We know and greatly appreciate Paula Lambert who has presented a program to our members on all things 
cheese. She founded the Mozzarella Cheese Company after a trip to Italy where she became smitten with that 
particular cheese, and Dallas has watched her brand grow from a tiny local cheese company to a brand respected 
internationally. She has a highly trained staff that adheres to her rule of all cheeses handmade.

In the world of haute cuisine, there are few levels of note that Chef Stephan Pyles has not reached. This 
celebrated chef was the first person in the southwest to win a James Beard Award for Best Chef and was the 
first Texan inducted into The Beard Foundation’s Who’s Who of Food and Wine in America. A 5th generation 
Texan, he is founding father of Southwestern Cuisine, cookbook author, philanthropist, educator, and creator of 
23 restaurants in six cities over the past 32 years. Chef Pyles is now focusing on special events, private dinners, 
hospitality consultations, license agreements, and guided culinary trips around the world.

PROGRAM DETAILS:
Sunday, November 14, Aldredge House, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm, Wine / Hors d’ oeuvres and Program, $45.00
Reservations:  www.dcmsaf.org or by check mailed to Annette Rutherford 5500 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, TX 75214
Limited seating. Fully vaccinated members and guests welcome.

November 14 at Aldredge House

COMING SOON IN DECEMBER     
Return of  

The Holiday Luncheon at Aldredge House
December 8

Celebrating the season with friends, hearing beautiful music associated with the time of year, admiring the 
gorgeous decorations bedecking our beautiful Aldredge House, enjoying delicious seasonal cuisine - Alliance 
members had to miss all that last year. This year’s steering committee is determined to create an event to more 
than make up for the loss.  One of Dallas’s premier caterers, Wendy Krispin, has been engaged to produce 
the seated lunch. Additionally the group has listened to the appeals to make the event one that can give 
back more to the community. Our organization’s philanthropies will be the beneficiaries of the increased 
opportunities for fundraising: nursing scholarships, support for Bayles Elementary School, the Benefactors Fund, 
which allows for multiple uses including community outreach, and funding for Aldredge House preservation as a 
community Museum House. Join us for this festive tradition and help support Alliance Philanthropies!  

     Features of  The Holiday Luncheon at Aldredge House
    Aldredge House with over-the-top Decor of the Season
    Catering by Wendy Krispin
    Seasonal Music played on our recently inherited 
 1917 Mason & Hamlin grand piano
    Razzle-Dazzle Raffle
    Beautiful Holiday objet d’art centerpieces for sale 
    Poinsettia Champagne Reception 
    Dining in various rooms with feeling of at-home warmth
   

Details of the Event     
December 8, 10:30 Reception, 11:30 Seating                      
Aldredge House, 5500 Swiss Avenue
$100 per person, 4 tickets for $350
Reservations: dcmsaf.org or by check to Kathy Stone, 6231 Prestonshire Lane, Dallas, TX 75225
Seating limited. All fully-vaccinated Members and Guests invited. Happily, with our many new male members, 
this includes men and women.

The Raffle Items  (at time of printing)
l Triple N Ranch Winery Package for Six
l   Gittings Renaissance Portrait Package
l   American Airlines Miles for Two Roundtrip
      Tickets (destinations in US, Mexico and Caribbean)
l   Eddie Deen & Co. Catered Barbeque Dinner  
     at Your Home for 25
l  Fresh Floral Arrangement by Apples to Zinnias
l  Two shell decorated picture frames hand- 
     embellished by Becky Portera Shell Art
l  Old World Christmas European Blown Glass
     boxed set of 6 Nutcracker Ornaments
Raffle Tickets $25 each or five for $100
On sale prior to (included in mailed invitation) and 
at event. Need not be present to win.

Some Past, Some Present, Some Future

Newsletter by Kaki Hopkins, kakihopkins@mac.com

2021-2022 Partial Board

The DCMSAF 2021-2022 FIRST FAMILY

At the end of May, we had an in-person installation, unlike the 
installation via Zoom the year before. It was heavily attended, 
a fun installation ceremony and a lovely celebratory lunch. As 
outgoing president, Kaki Hopkins presided and turned over the 
gavel, (well, not the gavel the new president  is carrying in the photo to 
the right,) to the freshly installed RuLan Hebeler as the 2021-2022 
President. Barbara Bradfield installed the new officers. Barenda 
Hino and Lori Routh chaired the luncheon and installation.

Kaki Hopkins
Outgoing and jubilant 

RuLan Hebeler
Installed, carrying a 
big stick belying her 

delicate manner

A family with focus on medicine and education. From left 
to right, Katie Hebeler, MD, and  recruited for the 2020-2021 
Board as Co-Chair, Alliance Physicians in Training, Robert F. 
Hebeler, MD, a member and scheduled as a featured speaker 
this winter, RuLan our president and an RN,  daughter Sarah 
Ritsema, teacher with DISD for 20 years and on DCMSAF radar 
for guidance with our Bayles program, and son Travis, Milsaps 
College graduate and nursing student at Baylor University 
Nursing School.

It’s back and so welcome! Visiting at lunch and 
dinner in-person at Aldredge House.
     Join us as soon as you can - several events 
                                      coming soon!

Really Past -- Our May 2021- 2022 Installation never reported on until now!

Young Alliance Scores with Halloween Fun

At left
Astronauts, princesses, superheroes, ghosts 
of all sorts in the Young Alliance physician 
families taking places for the photographer

Almost two hundred happy people hit the 
back yard at Aldredge House on Saturday 
afternoon. Chief organizer Liza Raynor was 
thrilled to have about thirty-five new families 
join the fun with other young medical 
families.  She reported that Young Alliance 
was also blessed with fifteen volunteers 
including Classic Alliance members and 
a few teenagers. Rachal Nettune and 
Elizabeth Benson co-chaired and helped 
make certain that Trick or Treating was all 
treats! Join them for their Dec. 4 Holiday 
Pajama Party. More to come!

Too Beautiful for Words - Virginia Savage McAlester Memorialized

Notes 
Membership Dues renewal emails and letters went out recently from TMAA. There were a few issues that, 
reportedly, have been corrected. If you have any questions or need assistance in renewing your membership or 
making your usual gifts during the renewal process, you can contact the TMA Knowledge Center-800-880-7955 
Monday through Friday from 8-5pm. There are three knowledgeable membership staff to assist you. 

There have been many legislative issues that have affected the medical community on a national level as 
well as on the state level. The Dallas County Medical Society, DCMS, has a weekly e-letter with current initia-
tives, programs, etc. If you are interested in receiving the e-letter, please email Anna Acuna-VP, Business of 
Medicine and Advocacy; anna@dallas-cms.org

Want to quickly get into the December Holiday Spirit? Help decorate Aldredge House for the Season on 
November 15, 16, and 17 from 10:00 am until 3:00(ish) Let Wendy Hansen know: wendyhanse@aol.com

The weather dared not spoil the 
day when friends, family and 
officials gathered at Savage Park 
to honor the memory of the 
extraordianry Virginia Savage 
McAlester, so as the time was at 
hand, the clouds parted.  Speakers 
reminded us of some of her 
many, many accomplishments 
in preservation for our city, 
including our own Aldredge House 
and the Swiss Avenue Historic 
District in which it sits. DCMSAF 
is honored to now have the 
exquisite sculpture memorializing 
Dallas’ internationally respected 
preservtionist and author and our 
beloved friend in our rose garden.

Unveiled by her granddaughters
Virginia  and Clementine Adams

Family members, son-in-law Robbie 
Adams, stepson Kevin McAlester, 
daughter Amy Talkington, Amy’s 

daughters Clementine and Virginia 
Adams with longtime friend of Virginia’s 

and organizer-in- chief for the event, 
Harryette Ehrhardt

Links to Virginia Savage McAlester’s memorial service:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VxhtResvHU 
and life photos:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGk9Q-h_Ft4
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