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FIRST PROGRAM OCTOBER 6
Story of the Good Samaritan Hospital

First Program of the 2021-2022 DCMSAF Board
Presented by PhD candidate and former Cowboys Cheerleader
Vanessa Baker
Predating UT Southwestern Medical Center by 23 years, Good Samaritan
Hospital in South Dallas was established by a German immigrant and
registered nurse in 1920. It started as a birthing facility and continued to
treat patients until its closing in 1945. Vanessa Baker and her mother are
the current owners of the building that once housed the hospital and
then transitioned to an apartment building for African Americans. The
Good Samaritan Hospital, 4526 Leland Ave
historic building is a Dallas Landmark.
Our presenter, lauded speaker Vanessa Baker, has documented an amazing
story for her PhD. Her journey from a Dallas Cowboys cheerleader to a
PhD candidate is a story in itself.
PROGRAM DETAILS:
Wednesday, October 6. 10:00 reception; 10:30 program
Aldredge House, 5500 Swiss Avenue
Box Lunch and Program $35.00; Program only $25.00
Limited Attendance. Fully vaccinated members and guests welcome.
Reservations online at www.dcmsaf.org or by check to DCMSA mailed to
Annette Rutherford, 5500 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, TX 75214

Vanessa Baker, Presenter,
Still cheering for the Dallas
Cowboys and, now, her students

Two More Excellent Programs Scheduled for FALL
October 20 -- Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement, presented by Dr. Robert F. Hebeler
(Zoom or in person / 7:00 pm/Venue TBD)
November 10--Current Status of Covid, presented by Drs. Robert Haley and Beth Kassanoff
(Zoom or in person /7:00 pm/ Venue TBD)

Lindalyn Adams (1930 - 2021)
It was the saddest of news to hear that Lindalyn Adams had perished the morning of
September 8. Many Dallas organizations benefitted from her leadership and preservation
prowess, and the Medical Alliance was one of the most blessed. Lindalyn had the foresight
to direct Rena Aldredge’s gift of her home to the Alliance in 1974. Since then the Aldredge
House has been distinguished with a Texas Historical Landmark marker and as an Historical
House Museum and has remained the organization’s headquarters and venue for meetings
and programs. We lost a wonderful friend and her memory will be forever entwined with
our organization. A memorial service celebrating Lindalyn’s life will be held on Thursday,
September 16, 11:00 am at Highland Park Presbyterian Church on University Boulevard.

Historical Facts about Aldredge House Ownership
Before DCMSAF, families who owned and lived at 5500 Swiss Avenue
William J. and Willie Newbury Lewis (built and furnished home in 1917)
CC and Lila Moorman (bought the house fully furnished in 1919; lived in it about one year)
George and Rena Munger Aldredge (bought in 1921 and lived in it until donating
it to the Dallas County Medical Society Alliance in 1974)

“This is HISTORIC!”

						 Lindalyn Adams, upon hearing the following news days before her death
Out of the blue, a call came to DCMSAF President RuLan Hebeler that an heir of the Moorman estate had
furniture that was purchased originally by William J. Lewis, the West Texas rancher who built the mansion
at 5500 Swiss Avenue for his young bride Willie. The heir, Mrs. Kathy Garcia, granddaughter of CC and Lila
Moorman, wanted to donate it to the DCMSAF so it could return to the home for which it was purchased. “It”
included several pieces of antique furniture owned by and original to the house such as a beautiful mahogony
dining table with six matching chairs and two sideboards carved to repeat the motif in the carved fireplace
mantel. Additionally, an exquisite six-foot,104 year-old mahogany Mason and Hamlin piano, which had been
purchased by the Moormans, was part of the historic treasure trove, which also included family photographs
and decorative pieces.
Determined to not wait on accepting these extraordinary gifts, Wendy Hansen, Elizabeth Gunby and RuLan
rented a truck on two occasions, drove to Wichita Falls where they met Mrs. Garcia, thanked her in person, and
hired muscle both in Wichita Falls and in Dallas to move the furniture. They had piano movers load and unload
the gifted piano and deliver the piano that had been at AH as our gift to Juliette Fowler Communities.
Come to Aldredge House your next opportunity to see these historic gifts previously owned by the three
families who lived in the house we know as Aldredge House. Perhaps a concert might materialize - after the
Mason and Hamlin has been seen by a piano tuner!

Lewis Dining Table - 1917
At right:
CC Moorman
and
Lila Moorman
(in Aldredge House)

Marked by the Manufacturer July 24, 1917

Virginia Savage McAlester to be Celebrated and Memorialized
In the first week of October, Preservation Dallas will host a
by-invitation event celebrating the late Virginia McAlester, an
internationally respected architectural historian, preservationist, and
author of many books including the definitive book on architecture
of American houses, a must-have for residential realtors and
architects. She led the charge to get the Swiss Avenue Historic
District established and landmarked and founded Preservation
Dallas and Friends of Fair Park, among many of her achievements in
historic preservation. The event celebrating her life will take place
in Savage Park, named for her parents, and a sculpture financed by
friends, family and admirers will be unveiled in its new permanent
home in the Aldredge House Rose garden. Virginia grew up on
Swiss Avenue and lived in her historic family home at the time of
her death in April 2020. With her sculpture in the Rose Garden, it
is as if she were back at home. The sculpture is of white marble
imported from Italy and is the work of Dallas artist Kat Warwick.

Alliance Supports the Community
with Health Education and
Health Services
It’s thanks to volunteers like the individuals who stepped up
to help out at the Church of the Incarnation’s annual Sports
Physicals for North Dallas High School in June and the annual
back-to-school Health Fair in August that DCMSAF is able to
answer these calls for assistance. Health Vice President Randi
Smerud organized the nurses, physicians and lay volunteers to
fill all the spots successfully. Huge thanks to Randi!

Some of the June Volunteers

CURRENT VOLUNTEER NEEDS

Hospitality Committee Calling all cooks and designers! We are recruiting anyone interested in having fun to
join the Hospitality Committee. We will work together to set up, cook and clean up for our meetings and events.
Whether you can help with one event or several, we would love to have you join us. Please contact Hospitality
Chair Wendy Hansen at wendyhanse@aol.com or 972-955-4325.
Aldredge House Committee Someone to serve as Grounds Chair --organizing gardeners and yard crew
Volunteer gardeners, Serving on the Green House Committee, Silver Polishers, Interior Designers. Please
contact Sandy Brothers, szbrothersmd@sbcglobal.net
Archives Chair --organizing Alliance Presidents albums, records, awards, and other memorabilia. Please
contact RuLan Hebeler, rhebeler89@gmail.com

Watch for your Invitations to Programs on Paperless Post this year!

If you do not see an expected invitation, check your Junk folder, verify that it is not spam, and in the future
it should not be sent to your Junk folder. It’s easy to make reservations and you will receive a reminder.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDERS

TMAA will start sending letters and emails at the end of September to remind us to renew our
membership. Please let Diane Brooks dcbrooks2k@aol.com or Mary Blakely mary-blakely@att.net
know of any prospective members.
Newsletter by Kaki Hopkins, kakihopkins@mac.com
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