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A challenge - yes - but one shared by every organization across the country. The Medical Alliance 
is, however, steadfastly focused on providing programming for its members and, pandemic 
allowing, the greater community during this period of rigorous constraint. Virtual meetings, scores of 
electronic messages and hours of telephone communication yielded a program year that the leaders 
are proud to present as gifts to the Medical Alliance members. Additionally, we are thankful for gifts 
of collaboration during this period that benefit Alliance members. How many times have we heard 
or read the words since this pandemic struck “We are all in this together”? That was made very real 
to the Medical Alliance as we experienced other nonprofit organizations reaching out or receiving 
our call.  We thank the Executive and Artistic Directors of these three organizations for their spirit of 
collaboration that resulted in gifts for our members during these exceptional times:

A Season of Gifts and Thanksgiving

Gift of Storytime
Dallas Public Library (DPL) will hold their “Storytime Live” 
at Aldredge House on Wednesday, December 16,10:30  am 
for their Zoom audience averaging around thirty-five young 
children. The program features Jessica Hilvitz, Program 
Specialist who also serves, along with her husband Joel, as the 
property management team for the Aldredge House. Jessica 
will provide quality entertainment by reading stories and 
singing songs for and with the children. The literacy range 
for this program is infant - toddler -preschool.  In addition to 
reserving for the Zoom event, Alliance members will have 
the gift of being able to link to a video for “Storytime” 
available on our new website, scheduled for launching 
soon, and until then on Vimeo. To register for the Zoom 
program, go to https://dallaslibrary.librarymarket.com/events/
storytime-live-fromthe-aldredge-house. The link for the video 
will come soon after the event, just in time to entertain the 
little ones.

Jessica Hilvitz featured on 
Dallas Public Library’s 

“Storytime  Live” from Aldredge House

In the midst of the Covid-19 Pandemic? 

Wendy Hansen

        Gift of Music 

James Richrman, harpsichordist,
Flutist Taya König-Tarasevich 

Our second program of the season was Dallas Bach Society’s 
first house concert for the 2020-2021 season and the first of 
four concerts to be held at Aldredge House. The restrictions 
because of Covid-19 made their usual house concerts difficult 
to schedule in private homes.  In a collaborative gesture the 
group offered the opportunity for Medical Alliance members to 
experience the concerts virtually with a link to a video that was 
active for one week. Three additional concerts are ahead for 
our members to enjoy: January 30, February 20 and May 8.
The Artistic Director of Dallas Bach Society was exceptionally 
pleased with the acoustics in the Aldredge House living room 
for the music produced from the harpsichord and flute, a clue 
that these concerts are especially beautiful.

Gift of a Safe Space -- and What a SPACE!!!
Uh, oh. We have super talent for a program, 
but he only performs for a live audience! What 
to do? Call on our friends at Dallas Historical 
Society, whose headquarters happen to be in 
the Hall of State. Without concerns, because 
their auditorium is large and can accommodate 
more than we would have in attendance, Alliance 
members donned their masks, sat distanced 
from each other, laughed together and chatted 
before and after the book review by Dave Lieber. 
We could enjoy a fun program and actually see 
each other --a real treat! Thank you, Karl Chiao, 
Executive Director of Dallas Historical Society, 
for providing a safe space for us to meet and the 
opportunity to tour the beautiful, remodeled Hall. 

Access to the video of the Dave Lieber review of his book on Fort Worth legend Amon Carter is 
available for $10.  For access to the program, send your request and check to Annette Rutherford, 

7732 Verbena Court, Dallas, TX 75230. You will receive a passcode and the link to the program. 
It is a well done video - fun, informative and entertaining. A great stocking stuffer or friend gift.

Dave Lieber, Nancy Shelton, Angelique Reagor, Debbie 
Stewart, Elizabeth Gunby lining up to purchase  AMON!

Nancy Shelton, event co-chair, introducing the speaker

Dave and Amon

In Thanksgiving

Zoom screen shot of our Covid -19 Panel,
MDs Robert Haley, Mark Casanova and Cristie Columbus

for Expertise Shared

The October 7 program “Covid - 19 Epidemiology and What’s on the Horizon”  was a hit, and members 
are still asking for access to it. Our new website, which, as we said earlier,  is launching soon, will 
carry a recording of the Zoom meeting. (if you want to wtch it now the website company is hosting 
it until then: One of our more experienced members, Marvin Stone, MD, considers it the best of the 
many discussions on the topic he has heard.  We thank these experts in the field of Epidemiology and 
Infectious Disease, Robert Haley and Cristie Columbus and moderator Mark Casanova for a spirited 
discussion filled with information on weathering the pandemic. As Dr. Haley reminded, “Masks! Wear 
your masks!” 

Mary Jo Giudice, Director
Dallas Public Library

James Richman, Artistic Director
Dallas Bach Society

Karl Chiao, Executive Director
Dallas Historical Society

Gifts of Collaboration

for Persevering Leadership

With a new approach to building 
our ranks of members, VP/
Membership Karen Reardon 
pursued the goal of attracting 
new members and long-time 
lapsed members during a mid-
year special campaign. She timed 
it in order to include them in our 
directory, to be printed more 
than three years after the last 
publication. She also oversaw 
the launch of our new strategy 
to increase membership - four 
membership interest groups 
primarily defined on the scale 
of where the members are in 
their journey through mediciine. 

Karen Reardon, VP/Membership and 
Chair, Membership Campaign

	 for InnovatiomHer campaign saw growth of 
significance, bringing the total 
member count from 317 to
465. This count includes our 
Classic Members (spouses of 
physicians), Retired Physicians 
(new this year to involve the 
experience of men and women 
with decades of medical life 
behind them), Alliance Women 
in Medicine (women who 
have successfully navigated a 
world previously dominated 
by male physicians), Young 
Alliance for families of young 
physicians who have just broken 
through the gates of entering 
the medical practice. Included 
also in the count are Physicians 
in Training (medical students 
and residents). In the top ranks 
of working for the  Membership 
Committee on this round of 
implementing the strategy were 
JoAnne McCullough (Classic 
Members), Marvin Stone, MD, 
co-chair with Dan DeMarco, MD 
and Kathy Stone, administrator 
(Retired Physicians) and Liza 
Raynor, chair (Young Alliance).

Liza Raynor, Chair
Young Alliance

Last year, seeing the need for 
her peer group to find a way 
to meet each other and share 
experiences as they navigate 
the earlier years of establishing 
themselves in the medical com-
munity, Liza called on a couple 
of like-minded friends and 
together they planned outings 
at Aldredge House for parents 
and children. Seeing the mar-
velous service for this group, 
the Medical Alliance formalized 
the group under the leadership 
of this innovative, energetic 
leader to great success.

for Perfect Leaders in Particular Roles

Marvin Stone, MD
Co-Chair, Retired Physicians

Sandy Brothers, MD and Mike Holub, MD
Co-Vice Presidents/ Aldredge House

WHAT WAS HE ASKED TO DO? 
1. Along with his steering committee and Co-
Chair, Dan DeMarco, MD,  VP/Membership Karen 
Reardon, and the program’s Administrator, his 
spouse Kathy Stone, build a group within the 
general membership of Retired Physicians in 
time to include the new members in the 
Medical Alliance Directory.
2. Working under VP/Program Sandy Steinbach, 
MD and with his committee, decide topics for 
medical programs, top speakers for each and 
schedule them. (These programs will be in addition 
to a group of less scientific, more entertaining programs 
such as the Dallas Bach Society Concerts and 
“Decluttering Our Lives” --10:00 am Zoom on January 6)

OUTCOME
w The first Retired Physicians group for the 
Medical Alliance was formed with a total of  67            
retired physicians and12 spouses.
w Without a doubt one of the most sophisticated 
array of medically themed programs we have seen 
in recent history are set for this year featuring top-
of-their game experts in their fields whom Dr. 
Stone was able to attract, including:
    w “Precision Medicine in Cancer Treatment”
     Featuring Robert Mennel, MD, March 3, 7:00 pm
     w “Humanities in Medicine”
     Featuring Dennis Kratz, PhD, April 7, 1:00 pm
    w  “It is Easier and Less Expensive to Prevent
     Disease than to Find a Cure”    
     Featuring Kenneth Cooper, MD, May 5, 7:00 pm
      w “Gene Editing”
      Featuring Eric Olsen, PhD , May 19, 7:00 pm

An incredible GIFT of a leader!  Pure gold!

w   Sandy and Mike live on Swiss Avenue
w   They have lived in three historic houses on
     Swiss Avenue since 1999
w   Sandy has served on the Aldredge House 
     committee in the past as neighborhood liaison
w  They both have served as block captains for 
     Swiss Avenue Historic District Association
w   They know most of the neighbors
w   Mike was remodeling and building houses
     before he entered Medical School
w   Sandy is adept at landscaping, having been 
     the designer for yards and gardens for
     their various homes
w   The couple is known by those who work
     with them to be super personable 
w   At this time for the Medical Alliance, currently
     involved with a Historic Structure Report,
     having Mike, with his expertise in historic
     home maintenance and house construction,
     and Sandy, with her keen eye for landscaping
     details and maintenance, has been a huge gift
w  They have a work ethic that inspires!
Perfect , Perfect, Perfect!  another great GIFT

Noting details for repairs Heavy lifting!
(Mike is at the saw!)

for a Dynamite 2020-2021 Board of 47 Leaders
 In an Installation event unlike any other, ZOOM! and they were in!

Executive Committee of Combined Boards

President                              	 Kaki Hopkins
President-elect		  RuLan Hebeler
1st VP/Health		  Keli Jones, MD
2nd VP/Philanthropy	 Kathy Stone
3rd Co-VPs/Aldredge House	 Sandra Brothers, MD
			   Michael Holub, MD
4th VP/Nursing Scholarship	Angie Kadesky
5th VP/Memership	 Karen Reardon
6th VP/Programs		  Sandra Steinbach, MD	
7th VP/Legislative	 Christine Goff		
Recording Secretary	 Elizabeth Benson
Corresponding Secretary	 Deborah Parnell
Treasurer		  Annette Rutherford
Parliamentarian		  Lynn Hamilton
Historian		  Jeanette Wharton
                             President’s Advisory	

Laura Noe, Chair
Barbara Bradfield

Mary Geisler
Bob Gunby, MD

Lori Routh

Appointed Chairs of Standing and Special Committees of  the Combined Boards

Assistant Treasurer	 Jo North
Evaluation, Nominating 	 Laura Noe
Budget			   Annette Rutherford
Aldredge House		  Sandra Brothers, MD
			   Mike Holub, MD
Philanthropic Review	 Stephanie Haley
Finance, Website		 Sheri Miller
Benefactors Endowment	 Pam Brannon
Aldredge House Preservation Fund
			   Elizabeth Gunby
DISD Outreach		  Merriellin Lehner
Bayles Elementary Project	 Libby Luterman
Community Partnerships	 Margaret Owen, PhD
			   Vernell Shuey
Docents			  Brooke Scruggs
Liaisons to FOAH		 Harryette Ehrhardt
			   Nancy Shelton

PR/Social Media		  Angelique Reagor
Marketing/Social Media	 Sharon Kirkpatrick
Directory		  Sharon Secor
Photography		  Holly Hoffman
Annual Album		  Rachal Nettune
Hospitality/Decorations	 Wendy Hansen
Master Calendar		  Patty Ken
Bylaws			   Barenda Hino
Long Range/Strategic Plans	 Kay Hyland
Programs Chair		  Sandra Steinbach, MD
Membership Chair		 Karen Reardon
Retired Physicians		  Marvin Stone, MD
			   Daniel DeMarco, MD
Young Alliance		  Liza Raynor
Classic Members		  Jo Anne McCullough
Women in Medicine	 Susan Kohl, MD
Physicians in Training	 Katie Hebeler

for being able to carry on in Zoomland

Laura did her President’s Report in Pictures Installation Gallery View--a few surprises brought chuckles

HENRY’S 
PERSONAL 

MESSAGE TO HIS 
GRANDMOTHER

The Final Act
Out-going President Laura 
Noe’s final surprise for the 
installation was Kaki Hopkins’ 
16-month old grandson 
reading a message he 
wrote that contained 30 
someodd “blahs” , “dahs”and 
”bas”punctuated by several 
meaningful gestures, a 
performance that brought 
more than chuckles. Kaki then 
adjourned the meeting.

From meetings of three or four to meetings of the full board, other than a few socially-distanced 
gatherings in masks, the officers and committee chairs have carried on their work primarily by 
meeting on Zoom. An expansive membership campaign, increasing social media approach to public 
relations, planning spontaneous fundraising projects to take the place of in-person events, navigating 
complications of planning school projects during the pandemic, planning the future preservation and 
restoration of Aldredge House and its grounds, working on the needs to tweak the Specific Use Permit 
for more efficient use of the Aldredge House, creating a website, supporting preparation of a directory, 
making financial decisions, providing meaningful and entertaining programs, and all the other tasks for 
forwarding the agenda of the organization --  all of this is being done virtually. Missing a lot of the fun!

Communication Committee
Not all their meetings were so serious!

Board Meeting

for ongoing members’ support of Medical Alliance projects/responsibilities
To Serve on the Nominating Committee

MEMBERS: Please suggest a member to help 
select the slate of officers for the upcoming 
2021-2022 leadership year. Members of the 
committee are chosen by lot, and you can 
volunteer your name among any others who 
are not currently serving on the Board of 
Directors. Send your nominations to Laura 
Noe by email or text:
lauranoe@me.com or 214 280-5853

Make plans to tune in to our next Zoom 
Program --”Decluttering Our Lives” at a 
perfect time - as holiday decorations go 
into the attic, thoughts are beginning to 
turn to spring cleaning, and, for a few, 
downsizing big time. Join us at 10:00 am, 
January 6, 2021. The presenter will be 
Linda Miller, an expert on the above.
A notice will be sent out later in December.

NEXT ZOOM PROGRAM

Happy Thanksgiving
Stay Safe      and       Stay Well

Thanks!

Newsletter by
Kaki Hopkins
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